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7.0  Future Land Use Plan  
 
7.1  Introduction 
 
The Future Land Use Plan is based upon 
the background studies and analysis, as 
presented in the preceding Sections 3.0 
through 5.0, and the Community Goals and 
Objectives (Section 6.0). This plan is 
designed to serve as a guide for future 
development. If it is to serve the needs of 
the community and function effectively, it 
must incorporate several important 
characteristics. 
 
1. The plan must be general. 

 
The plan, by its very nature, cannot be 
implemented immediately. Therefore, 
only generalized locations (not 
necessarily related to property lines) 
for various land uses are indicated on 
the plan. 
 

2. The plan should embrace an extended 
but foreseeable time period.  
 
The Plan depicts land uses and 
community development strategies 
through the year 2020. 
 

3. The plan should be comprehensive. 
 
The plan, if it is to serve its function as 
an important decision-making tool, 
must give adequate consideration to 
the sensitive relationships which exist 
between all major land use categories, 
including environmentally sensitive 
properties. Development in 
environmentally sensitive areas should 
be discouraged by Lake Township. All 
future development as indicated on the 

Future Land Use (Map 4) should occur 
only as environmental conditions 
permit and should take into 
consideration those environmental 
restrictions as outlined in the Natural 
Environment Assessment of this plan. 

4. The plan should acknowledge regional 
conditions and trends. 
 
Lake Township is an integral part of 
Huron County and “the Thumb” of 
Michigan’s Lower Peninsula. 
Therefore, the Plan should 
acknowledge the Township's regional 
context. Through recognition of 
regional implications, the Township's 
Future Land Use Plan will be more 
realistic and reasonable in terms of 
guiding the future utilization of land 
resources in the Township. 
 

5. The plan must be updated periodically. 
 
The plan may require periodic 
revisions to reflect significant changes 
in local, state, or national conditions 
which cannot be foreseen at this time. 
 
For example, within the past 30 years, 
several major innovations in land 
development have occurred. Included 
among these are: the initiation and 
expansion of the freeway system; 
modifications in shopping facilities 
(shopping centers, enclosed malls, 
free parking); relocation of 
employment centers from the cities to 
the suburbs; changes in housing 
preferences from the traditional 
single-family home to apartments, 
townhouses, condominiums, and 
mobile homes; and the declining family 
size. 
 
It is, of course, impossible to predict 
the type of changes which may occur 
over the next decade or two. 
Therefore, a comprehensive review of 
the Future Land Use Plan should be 
undertaken approximately every five 
years to provide for an adequate 
analysis of new conditions and trends. 
Should major rezonings, which are in 
conflict with plan recommendations be 
accomplished, the plan should be 
reviewed and amended accordingly. 
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7.2  Plan Recommendations 

 
Six land use classifications are proposed for 
Lake Township. The various future land 

uses are portrayed on Map 4 and Table 15. 
A discussion of each land use category is 
presented below. 
 
1. Agriculture/Rural Residential 

 
The Agriculture/Rural Residential District 
is intended to preserve the agricultural 
land resources that exist in the 
Township. A total of 7,111 acres (55.8%) 
of the land area is devoted to this 
classification. Farming and related 
agricultural activities and rural housing 
are the principal uses of the 
Agriculture/Rural Residential District. 
Central sanitary sewer and water 
facilities are unavailable within the 
designated areas and will not be 
provided during the planning period. 
 
The Agriculture/Rural Residential District 
is designed to conserve, stabilize, 
enhance, and develop farming and 
related resource utilization activities; to 
minimize conflicting uses of parcels, lots, 
buildings, and structures detrimental to, 

or incompatible with these activities; and 
to prohibit uses of parcels, lots, 
buildings, and structures which require 
streets, drainage, and other public 
facilities and services of a different type 
and quantity than those that currently 
exist. The District, in preserving areas 
for agricultural uses, is also designed to 
prevent proliferation of residential 
subdivision and urban spawl. 
 
Agricultural properties may be used for 
general and specialized farming 
including the raising or growing of crops, 
livestock, poultry, bees, and other farm 
animals, and products. Buildings or 
structures may be located which are 
used for the day-to-day operation of 
such activities. Any lot that is kept as idle 
cropland should be treated to prevent 
soil erosion by wind or water and should 
be free of excessive weeds and shrubs. 
 
Single-family homes that are compatible 
with the agricultural use and rural 
character of the Township are 
encouraged. A minimum lot area of one 
acre in size is recommended for each 
residential unit.

 

Table 15 

Future Land Use Acreage 

Lake Township 

 

 
Land Use Category 

 

Acreage 

 

Percent of Total 

1.  Agriculture/Rural Residential 7,111 55.8 

2.  Residential  2,376 18.7 

3.  Conservation/Recreation 3,022 23.7 

4.  Park and Recreation 176 1.4 

5.  Commercial 9 0.1 

6.  Community/Business Center 41 0.3 

Total 12,735 100.0 
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Map 4: Future Land Use 
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2. Residential 
 
 Residential, 2,376 acres or 18.7%, is 

intended as the main residential district 
in Lake Township. This district includes 
predominantly single-family homes, 
mobile and modular homes, and 
multi-family residential units. The district 
is located generally in the northern 
one-half of the Township and includes 
all of the existing development along the 
Saginaw Bay shore, and new areas for 
development around the DNR Wildlife 
and Preserve area.  

 
 The development area along the shore 

is intended for high-density single and 
multiple-family housing units on small 
lots. These units are meant for year-
round, as well as seasonal residents of 
the Township. The development area 
around the DNR Wildlife and Preserve 
area is intended principally for traditional 
single-family homes on large to medium-
size lots along section roads, and in 
clusters and subdivisions. 

 
3. Conservation/Recreation 
 
 Conservation/Recreation District, 3,022 

acres or 23.7%, includes the area 
owned by the State of Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources 
Wildlife and Preserve area. The district 
includes the 1,312-acre Rush Lake, 723-
acre Albert E. Sleeper State Park, and 
987 acres in forestland. 

 
 With the exception of Albert E. Sleeper 

State Park, which is heavily used as a 
campground, most of the remaining land 
is kept as a wildlife preserve area. The 
Plan recommends that some parts of the 
preserve area be developed for active 
and passive recreational purposes. The 
location, type, and funding for such 
facilities should be determined through a 
plan to be developed with the joint 
participation of the DNR, Lake 
Township, Huron County, and other area 
communities. 

4. Park and Recreation 
 
 Park and Recreation District, 176 acres 

or 1.4%, includes the State Park fronting 
the Saginaw Bay, a golf course on 
Griggs Road, and a handful of small 
parks located along the shoreline. 

 
5. Commercial 
 
 The nine-acre Commercial District 

includes most of the commercial uses 
that exist in the northern part of the 
Township. 

 
6. Community/Business Center 
 
 A 41-acre Community/Business Center 

is proposed to be located east of State 
Park Road, adjacent to the State Park. 
The center is intended to serve as a hub 
for community facilities and provide for 
light industrial development to 
strengthen the tax base and provide 
employment opportunities for area 
residents. New community facilities, 
such as an elderly care center, township 
hall, historic museum and community 
center, and businesses should be 
located pursuant to the preparation of a 
unified development plan for the center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


