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Helmut Schierl from Rietberg, district of Gitersloh, body
maker in the automobile industry, is an enthusiastic hobby
falconer. He has observed the behaviour of birds in the
surroundings of wind turbines for years. He is delighted to
share his experience with a larger public here.

Being the enthusiastic environmentalist he is, he has
already mounted about 10 bird boxes for falcons on wind
turbines and reports that these have always been accepted
by the birds without problems.

“The box is made of stainless steel and is almost 1 m wide.
On the inside there is just one board with a hollow for the
eggs. Cleaning must only be carried out within longer
periods of time, once every several years, as the falcons do
without nesting material.

The metal boxes are shaped like and adapted to the round
tower shape and do not damage it. For mounting, the rope
is wrapped around the lower part of the tower, then the box

is lifted with the elevating platform. In the process the rope is lifted too and once in position it is

tensioned by simply arresting it with two rope clamps.

The box is mounted in a north/east position, so that the sun doesn’t shine into it.”

Helmut Schierl has kept close to the turbines since 1988. At first he was a strict opponent of the wind
generators, as he considered them a hazard to the bird population. Frequently he visited wind turbines

on the coast and observed them carefully.

Helmut Schierl summarises his observations which range
over a period of several years as follows:

“The birds do not fly away from the turbines but continue to
brood where they always have. Harriers, for example, which
belong to the endangered bird species, as do larks. The birds
are not disturbed in their normal behaviour. And

migratory birds are so sensitive to noise that they do not fly
into the blades.

Fehmarn for example has many wind turbines. | even made
the experience that particularly in those places where there
are wind turbines there are more birds to be found than in the
open landscape, where there are no turbines. They even
seem to represent some kind of protection to the birds.
Lapwings for example are highly sensitive too. Even they
walk around the wind turbines and don’t shy away from
them."
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According to the opinion of Helmut Schierl the real dangers to birds are to be found elsewhere:

“High tension power lines are the real bird killers. Many birds fly into them as they can't see the wires
when it's dark. Masts are not decisive, but power lines. The advantage of the wings of a wind turbine
is, that they produce a light noise from which the birds can fly away even when it's dark.

Schwarzenborn / Kndll, in Hessia, has an E 40. Several years ago we mounted a bird box there, the
model preceding the one that is currently produced. In the past years several falcons have already
hatched there and this year, as the service people reported me, there were six eggs. The box is built
as an open construction. You can see the white fluffy chicks perching near the edge and you can
watch them being fed."

According to observations from Helmut Schierl, the boxes should always be mounted on the tower at a
height of approx. 20 to 25 m. He himself built about 10 - 15 of these bird boxes. All of them were
accepted by birds. The bird boxes of the Fuhrlander wind turbines were accepted in the first year and
were used for brooding.

Helmut Schierl describes how he turned from an opponent of wind power to a supporter of wind
power:

“l used to be one of those who thought falcons would suffer from the wind turbines. In 1988 you could
still have called me an opponent. In the course of the following years | gradually discovered the truth. |
saw with my own eyes that nothing happens to the birds. Of course, occasionally an accident can
happen, but generally wind turbines do not have a negative effect on birds. This year for example four
birds died because they flew against my living room window. Every year it's the same thing, even
though we attached falcon silhouettes on the window pane.”

His opinion:

“Any window is more dangerous to birds than a wind turbine. Not speaking of cars going at
high speed.”

As a favour, Helmut Schierl can provide the boxes at self-cost and he will
gladly provide additional information.

His address:
Helmut Schierl Industriestralle 1 33397 Rietberg. Tel. 0049 5244 8829
Fax 0049 5344 8087

Other suppliers

Fa. Schwegler Vogelschutzgerate (Bird Protection Equipment)
Heinkelstr. 35 Tel.: 0049 7181 977 45-0
http://www.schwegler-natur.de/

Deren Falkenhaus >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

P:\KS\PROJ\SP\9611 Windwin\_AlleWin\_WiC0\2003\wc03059gb_Bird-compatible_wind_turbines.doc 2 printed 03-10-07 15:19



P:\KS\PROJ\SP\9611 Windwin\_AlleWin\_WiC0\2003\wc03059gb_Bird-compatible_wind_turbines.doc

Seite: 3 - 03-09-25

aund the wind turbine
p their moving
ain and they a

But the st
(saen in the

Mr. Hoge, Mayor of Tiichen-
Reckenthin / Brandenburg has a
large storks’ nest on his farmyard.
For over 50 years, a stork couple
has arrived regularly in the middle
of April. Usually, the male arrives
first, it then prepares the nest, the
female arrives about ten days later.

An environmentalist prognosticated
that after the erection of 11 wind
turbines the storks would
disappear.

He changed his mind:

While no chicks were raised from
the eggs in the past years, three
stork chicks hatched from the eggs
this year. Recently, at the end of
July, they made their first attempts
at flying. Towards the middle or
end of August, depending on the
weather, they will fly south again.

Just as the stork does, other birds
fly by a close-by wind turbine in the
same park — here...

3 Kites >>>>>>

Bodies of dead birds, always
feared by so-called
environmentalists, were nowhere to
be found.

of the WT.

Three kites are sailing peacefully
close to a 70 m rotor within the
many E 66 Windturbines of the
Windwin-park near
Tiichen-Reckenthin in
Brandenburg/Germany during
4 -6 m/sec Windspeed, some
minutes afterwards a stork did
the same - as every day - fo
search food for his 3 babies
waliting nearby.

P:\KS\PROJ\SP\9611 Windwin\_AlleWin\_WiCo\2003\wc03059gb_Bird-compatible_wind_turbines.doc

3 printed 03-10-07 15:19



